
Miscellary.
" THE BARNUM OF SURGERY."

We quote the following from the Practitioner
as an example and a warning :

M. Doyen's newspaper report of his operation
on Radica and Doodica has been made the sub-
ject of an amusing parody in that eminently re-

spectable paper the Temps. The author records
how he operated upon Dr. Doyen, whose excep-
tional cerebral activity had doubled his personality.

By ill luck tho scissiparity was incomplete, tho two
persons remained attached to oue another by a mem-
brane extending from the umhilicus to the sternum.
To distinguish them it was' nocessary to call ono Ra-
doyon, aud tho other Doyonka. This at. first caused no
incoiivonionco, but with increase of age troublesome
disagreements, grave imconipatibiiitios of character and
temper became manifest bet weon the two doubles. . .

. . It was determined to separate them, and my
scientific aid was invoked. Tho operation did not last
twenty minutes. I had invited my friends, the phe-
nomena of Baruum aud Bailey's circus, who aro now
indispensable to mo. They wore of tho greatest uso to
mo, particularly the man with tho olastio skin. By
stitching tho skin of his abdomen to that of tho ab-
domen of the living skeleton, I constructed artificial
Siamese twins, on whom I mado most interesting pre-
liminary experiments. Thoro were also present the
armloss man, who wroto at my dictation with his foot,
aud tho pincushion man, who played a modest but in-
dispensable part, as will proseutly be seon.

Tho two monstors, Radoyon and Doyenka, were
plaood upon a tablo invonted by me, covered with a
sheet sterilized by means of a preparation which is my
property. I took up my position on their right, so
that the cinematograph should lose nothing, either of
my movoments or my foatures. The superficial part
of tho portion of tho monibraue was formed by a carti-
laginous plate of a certain thickness, which I divided
with a bistoury made according to my directions. As
is usual in my clinic, anesthesia was produced by
means of chlorid of mothyl. As I ceased to require
my needles, my scissors and my forceps, I stuck them
iuto tho cheeks of the pincushion man

—

that is what,
ho served for. Underneath tho cartilaginous plate, I
found, as was to bo expected, a bridge of liver, seven
centimetres iu breadth by four in thickness, travorsod
by a largo number of arteries, arteriolos, veins and
vonulos. This was the time or never to use my origi-
nal method of hemostysis. I therefore performed ex-
temporaneous crushing of tho hepatic pedicle, by
moans of my large doublo lever forceps from Creusot,
which weighs a million tons, but which can be set in
motion by one finger, and which exerts a pressure of
600,000 kilos. . . .

Happily for posterity the operation was completed
before tho cylinders of tho cinematograph were ex-
hausted. Radoyon was first carried to a neighboring
table, a compress invented by one of my usual assist-
ants was placed in tho wound, and the skin provision-
ally brought together with toothed forceps, of which I
recently published a drawing. Then came tho turn of
Doyenka. I sutured his abdominal wall, taking care
to loavo in a small drain of gauze sterilized by my or-
dinary attondant, whom I cannot recommend to my
confrere. The operation had succeeded. As for Rado-
yon and Doyonka, I hope thoy will get over it.

An immense concourse of people, which I estimate
at seven millions, was waiting at the door of tho hos-
pital, and I had to escape from their acclamations.
There were also soon under the windows twelve or fif-
teen hundred automobiles, among which could be rec-
ognized those of the King of the Kyrnris, of the
dethroued Emperor of tho Autoes, of the Grand Duke of

Ganzeberg, of Lord Untrue, of the Marquis de Las
Pesetas ey Cambio, of Jobard Pasha, of the Ambas-
sador of Andorre, of the Fencer Spada-Blanca, of Ma-
demoiselle Suzanne Chaste the exquisite story-teller,
in short, all Paris, including the private secretary of
the Ministry of Submarine Communications, who had
come in a cab. The Santos-Dumont No. 17,964 floated
above my head performing a thousand sublime evolu-
tions. The King of the Air was even good enough to
ask mo to dinner in his boat, but the wind not being
particularly favorable, after a masterly descent I de-
eidod to go home by the tram.

The self-assertion and eagerness for notoriety
which made themselves felt in every line of the
original are scarcely exaggerated in this clever
skit.

A NEW LIMITATION TO PRIVILEGED
COMMUNICATIONS.

On this important and knotty question the N~ew
York Medical Journal comments editorially as
follows :

" A decision which has just been handed down
in the Colorado Court of Appeals, to the effect
that a nonresident physician testifying in a Col-
orado court, personally or by deposition, cannot
seek the protection of the Colorado statutes, which
say that a practitioner on the witness stand is not
compelled to divulge anything which may have
taken place between himself and his patient, places
a limitation upon the definition of privileged com-
munications which is, we believe, entirely new
and one which, we further believe, will not be
upheld by the courts in general. In the particu-
lar case in question, the physician, who was reg-
istered in the State of New Jersey, treated in that
State a man who two years later applied for ad-
mission to the benevolent order known as the
Woodmen of tho World. Later, the applicant
moved to Colorado and there died. The widow
brought suit against the order to recover the
amount of the benefit due her as the next of kin.
The defendant sought to introduce a deposition
from the physician in New Jersey to the effect
that he had treated the deceased for consumption
two years prior to the date of his application.
This deposition was excluded from the lower
court on the ground that it was based upon mat-
ter which was in the nature of a privileged com-
munication. The Court of Appeals has now handed
down a decision overruling the lower court and
laying down the principle that a nonresident is
not entitled to the protection of the Colorado
statutes governing the matter of privileged com-
munications.

"We have no information as to whether this
case will be further appealed, and perhaps it may
be looked upon aB being definitely settled. It by
no means follows, however, that the principle
enunciated by the judge is one that will be, or
should be, accepted as a precedent outside the
State of Colorado, and it is much to be hoped
that it will not be generally followed. It seems
to us that the crux of the question lies, not in the
registration of the physician in the particular
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State in which his deposition or testimony is to
be taken, but rather in his standing as a duly
qualified physician in the state in which the acts
took place between himself and his patient, in a

professional capacity, which constituted the basis
of the privileged communication in question. Un-
der the ruling of the Colorado Court of Appeals,
a limitation is placed upon the inviolability of
professional confidence which may prove to be a
serious disturbing factor in breaking up the con-
fidential relations which must necessarily exist
between the physician and his patient."

ASBESTOS SHEATHING ON AMERICAN WAR-
SHIPS TO PREVENT RHEUMATISM.

Quoting from the Brooklyn Eagle the Phila-
delphia Medical Journal says : When the navy
turned to building ships of steel it was remarked
that, unless some device was adopted for offset-
ting the effect of heat condensing on the metal,
it would be only a short time before all officers
would be suffering from rheumatism. The intro-
duction of metal chairs, tables and other pieces of
furniture followed, and now there is no wood of
any size to be found in an officer's room on a
modern warship. He sleeps in an iron berth,
keeps his clothes in a steel chest, while the floor,
ceiling and walls of his apartment are of the same
metal. Since the adoption of solid armor for the
sides of warships, a great deal of trouble has been
experienced in making habitable the quarters
directly next the outside covering. The heat of
the room condensed on the cold metal, and in a
short time the occupant was in the hospital with
rheumatism. This is now guarded against by the
use of a sheathing of asbestos placed next to the
metal, held in place by a framework. This is
found to absorb the moisture in a satisfactory
manner. Care is also taken to see that the berths
are not built against the outside of the vessel, but
against one of the side walls, so that the sleeper
will be as far as possible from the metal that
comes in contact with the water.

Obituary.

W. W. JOHNSTON, M.D.
Dr. W. W. Johnston, of Washington, D. C, died at

Atlantic City Friday, March 21, of heart disease. He
graduated from St. James College, Maryland, and sub-
sequently took his doctor's degree at the medical
school of the University of Pennsylvania in 1865. He
became a successful practitioner and had for many
years a large and increasing practice in Washington.
His position at the national capital brought him into
contact with many prominentmen as a professional ad-
viier. He was professor of the theory and practice of
medicine in the Columbian University, and consulting
physician to the Children's, the Garlleld and Emergency
Hospitals. Dr. Johnston was a member of the Asso-
ciation of American Physicians, of which he was for
many years the treasurer, and of the American Clim-
atológica! Association.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the week ending March 15, in Boston, according to

observations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith of tho
United States Signal Corps :
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IST" Mean for week.

[Icates trace of rainfall.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
Fob thb Webk endino Saturday, March 15, 1902.
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•The populations of the cities outside of Massachusetts were
estimated on the basis of tho rate of growth from 1890 to 1900.
Those of the Massachusetts cities were estimated upon the rate
of growth from 1805 to 1000, slnco the Suite had an intermediate
census in 1895. The populations of Gloucester, Marlborough and
Newburyport were allowed to stand aB in 1900, they having suffered
a slight decrease during the live-year period.Deaths reported 3,443 ; under live years of age, 1,110; prin-cipal infectious diseases (smallpox, measles, scarlet fever,
cerehrospinal meningitis, diphtheria and croup, diarrheal
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